    FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
                January 11, 2009 – 9:30 AM
Prelude:   Noël of the Magi




                     Balbastre
Call to Worship:
Eternal God, by a star you led the magi to the worship of your Son. Guide each of us here today toward your light; so your words may be illuminated to us and so that our praise of you may shine forth so that the whole world may see your glory.  Come let us worship God together!

*Opening Hymn 63:   As With Gladness Men of Old                              

   DIX
*Prayer of Confession: (unison)
Our sin and our pride hide the brightness of your light.  With one voice let us confess our sins together:

God of Grace, such is the nature of life that we easily become tired. Tired of the journeys we set out on. Tired of the long-term commitments we make. Tired of trying. Tired of caring. Such is the nature of life that we easily become weary: the battles we win don't stay won, and no sooner do we climb one mountain than there is another. We get weary of wandering,
weary of struggling. Forgive us, O God, when we give up and give in. Renew us, we pray, and refresh us, body and soul. Give us the eyes to see the Promised Land you are calling us to. Give to us a new vitality, a new confidence, and a new commitment, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

*Assurance of Pardon:

If we confess our sins, our God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all of our unrighteousness. Rejoice and be glad! Through the work of Jesus Christ we are all forgiven!

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen
*The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.  

Welcome and Announcements:
Welcome to Central Reformed Church.  We are happy to see you for our Classic Worship and our Inspirational Education.  

If you are a first time visitor, we have a gift for you.  Please stop by the table in the Atrium to pick up your gift.

In the pews you will find a friendship pad, please sign your name and read the names of your neighbors so that you can greet one another by name after the service.

Today for our Education Hour we are pleased to invite you to hear Ned Weller of Keryx Prison Ministry.  He will be speaking on, “Released to an Unsuspecting Public.” In the Chapel.  In the Parlor, Diane Zerfas will continue her series on Imagination in prayer; and in worship Center II you are invited to Join Tim Elzinga for their study of Reformed Basics.  
“Todd Eckstein a special announcement about Youth Ministry.”   
First Lesson:  2 Timothy 1: 1-7 (p.966)  
Pat Mills
Children’s Moment:  


Epiphany Sunday Offering for “Our Hope”  

Hymn 66: We Three Kings of Orient Are
 (stanza 5)
Could I please have all of the children come forward to the chancel for the children’s moment?
PLACE MANGER (lecturn) AND BASKETS
(Mary and Joe Behind Manger.)

Today is a special Sunday.  It is Epiphany Sunday. And that it is the day that we celebrate the giving of gifts to the Christ Child. 

Today we have some special guests for the children’s moment. Their names are Balthasar, Caspar, and Melchior and they are wise men from the east who are coming to see the Christ Child.  I think that they have something to say to us….
          Brian will give the musical intro to “We Three Kings”.   The three kings, in costume bearing gifts will come up singing verse 1 of the carol as a trio. (And will stand on the chancel to the pulpit side of the communion table.)  They will then sing verses 2-4 as solos, without refrains. 


Wow. These three kings who have come from the East to see the Christ Child.  They are bearing gifts of Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh. There are people in the congregation who also have gifts to give to the Christ Child.  Will you help collect them?  The congregation will sing verse 5 of We Three Kings and will give their items to the children to bring forward to the chancel.  We will see what kind of gifts people have, and we will put them in these baskets. Congregation will you join me in singing verse 5?     

Help coordinate gift collection. Baskets next to lecturn.

  Thank you kings and congregation, for all of your gifts to the Christ Child today.  I am sure that they will be put to good use by the organization “Our Hope.”





   
Congregation, will you help me dismiss the children to their worship centers?
            All: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
            Children: Thanks be to God!
REMOVE MANGER
Second Lesson:  Matthew 2: 1-12 (p.783)   
Sermon:  Christmas Gifts You Won’t Return
Dr. Louis Lotz
*Confession of Faith:  Apostles’ Creed (unison)
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,

dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the

dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father

Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
*Sermon Hymn 68:  What Star is This, with Beams So Bright               

PUER NOBIS NASCITUR
Presentation of our Tithes and Gifts
Offertory Anthem:  Thou Must Leave Thy Lowly Dwelling
Berlioz

Thou must leave Thy lowly dwelling, the humble crib, the stable bare; Babe, all mortal babes excelling, content our earthly lot to share. Loving father, loving mother, shelter Thee with tender care. Blessed Jesus, we implore Thee with humble love and holy fear; in the land that lies before Thee, forget not us who linger here! May the shepherd’s lowly calling ever to Thy heart be dear! Blest are ye beyond all measure, thou happy father, mother mild! Guard ye well your Heavenly treasure, the Prince of Peace, the Holy Child! God go with you, God protect you, guide you safely through the wild.

Doxology and Prayer of Dedication:                                         Deacon Carole Van’t Hof
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen
Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come thy

 will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And

 forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into

 temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

 and the glory, for ever.  Amen
*Closing Hymn 67:  Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning
 MORNING STAR
Choral Response

*Benediction:  
Whoever you are
Wherever you go in God’s wide world,

Whatever happens to you of good or ill, 

Always remember that…Jesus is Lord!
Postlude:  

*Please stand if you are able
                               At the end of each lesson the reader says:
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                                                                                                        The Word of the Lord
We answer: Thanks be to God.
 WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS
Preacher





                                           Dr. Louis Lotz
Liturgist





                           Rev. Karen Fitz La Barge
Organist, Chancel Choir Director           


                             Brian Bartusch
Acolytes                                                                        
 Elise Wassink, Anna Wormmeester
Banner Bearer
Kevin Bauman
Bible Bearer
Sam Boeve
Crucifer
Lauren Hooker
Greeters/Servers (Atrium North Door)               
John & Nancy Norden 
Greeters (Atrium East Door)                                                                                   Bill & Pat Mills                                                                           
Visitor Hosts
Jack Baas, Greg Verseput
Infant Nursery
Heidi Bailey
2s/3s Nursery
Mandy Milanowski
Ushers
Ron Beuker, Greg Verseput
Sound
Tom Smith
                                             CHILDREN & WORSHIP 
Worship Center meets for children ages four years old through 4th grade:
· Worship Center I –meets in room 11 for Four year olds through Kindergarten 
· Worship Center II  - meets in room 10 for First & Second Graders 
· Worship Center III – meets in room 4 for Third & Fourth Graders 
All rooms are located on the lower level and parents are welcome to attend with their children. Visitors are encouraged to attend. Children & Worship ends at 10:45 AM.

OUR LIFE TOGETHER

OUR PRAYERS THIS MORNING: 
~  Don Vander Jagt under Hospice Care at Brookcrest Nursing Home.
~  Norm Schuiling is recovering from heart bypass surgery.
~  Wanda Gibbs is scheduled for surgery January 14 relating to her kidney problems.

~  Mandy Milanowski is scheduled for surgery tomorrow at Meijer Heart Center.
WE EXTEND OUR SYMPATHY to James Blok and family in the death of Phyllis Blok, who died on Saturday, January 3. Her funeral was held Tuesday, January 6 at Metcalf & Jonkhoff Funeral Home with Dr. Carl Schroeder officiating.
CHILDREN & YOUTH EDUCATION CLASSES: Walk With Me curriculum meeting from 11:00 – noon in the following locations:

Ages 4 – 1st Grade               Fireside Room, lower level



Grades 2 – 3                        Room 3, lower level


Grades 4 – 5                        Room 5, lower level


Grades 6 – 8                        Room 20, upper level


Grades 9 – 12                      Conference Room

ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES:

●   Ned Weller, Keryx Prison Ministry: Released to an Unsuspecting Public 


      meeting in the Chapel.

●   Sister Diane Zerfas, Imagination in Prayer - meeting in the Parlor

●   Tim Elzinga, Reformed Basics - meeting in Worship Center II
BOOK SIGNING: This morning following worship George Brown, former Minister of Christian Education at Central Reformed Church, and Lenora Ridder, will be on hand to sign copies of Herman J. Ridder: Contextual Preacher and President.  This cloth bound collection of Dr. Ridder’s sermons is the 59th volume in the RCA’s Historical Series edited by Donald J. Bruggink.  William Willimon, Bishop, the North Alabama Conference of the United Methodist Church and Visiting Research Professor, Duke Divinity School, writes of this book: “Pastor Ridder is one of the most eloquent voices in the contemporary Reformed tradition.  For so many years he preached vibrant theology in his sermons.  In a day when sermons seem to be getting thin and insubstantial, Ridder’s sermons recall all of us preachers to the nobility and the gravity of our task.” Copies of Herman J. Ridder: Contextual Preacher and President will be available for purchase at cost of $20.00 (a 30% discount) at the book signing this morning.

CENTRAL SERVES FAIR TRADE COFFEE: It is a delicious brew, and a portion of the purchase price gets funneled back to the people who grow and harvest the coffee. If you would like to sponsor Fair Trade Coffee for a Sunday, please see the sign-up sheet in the Atrium, or talk with Coleen Hamman. This morning’s coffee is sponsored by the Stratford Travelers.
PRAYER TIME: Dykstra Chapel will be open and available from 9:00 – 9:15 AM for people who would like a quiet place to pray prior to worship. 
THE FATHER AND HIS TWO SONS: images of The Prodigal Son from Larry and Mary Gerbens' Collection will be on display at the Center Art Gallery in the Spoelhof Center at Calvin College from now until February 7.   Tuesday, January 27 from 7-9 PM is designated a Central Reformed night.  We can take a walking tour of the collection with Larry as our guide.  A new book of the Collection will be available for purchase, as well.  Mark your calendars now!
BOOK SIGNING: On Sunday, January 18, Dr. Carl Schroeder, formerly Central’s Minister to Seniors, will be singing copies of his new book in the Atrium during Coffee Hour. Dr. Schroeder’s book is titled, Heaven: Rainbow After The Storm. 

PHONE BOOK RECYCLING: You will have the opportunity to recycle your old phone books into insulation that is used in homes for Habitat for Humanity.  Look for collection boxes at the north and east doors of the church.  Keep those phone books out of the waste stream and put them to good use. If you have questions, call Tom Vande Bunte at 997-5048 or ask anyone on the Christian Action Team

ADDIE’S PANTRY would appreciate your contributions of tuna, crackers, peanut butter, shampoo and soap. Please place your items in the carts by the church entrances.
ADDIE’S CLOSET: There continues to be a  need of new/gently used men’s 2x and 3x winter coats.  We are also in need of hats and gloves. Please place your donated items in the boxes by the church entrances. Thank you for your past donations!! 
2009 FLOWER CHART: Do you wish to honor/remember someone by donating flowers for the chancel?  Perhaps you want to honor/remember a birthday; anniversary; or a special day.  You will find the calendar in the Atrium during coffee hour and you may sign up for the week of your choice.
PEW CREW: On Monday mornings from 8:30 – 9:00 AM volunteers meet at church to go through the pews, put hymnals back in place, pick up trash, collect Friendship Pad pages etc. We  could use a few more helpers. If you can give a half-hour of your time on Monday morning, please contact Ron Beuker (455-7339).
ASSISTANCE NEEDED:  Cleaning date for Fellowship Hall and the Kitchen is January 17th from 9-1pm. If you are able to assist please contact Paul Bukaweski at pbukaweski@comcast.net
KINDERMUSIK: Classes have begun but we still have openings! OUR TIME meets Wednesdays at 6:15 PM for 18 month to 3 ½ years of age. This class is 40 minutes long with the parent attending the entire time. Enjoy singing, moving, and exploring simple rhythm instruments. Curriculum for this semester is Fiddle Dee Dee. IMAGINE THAT meets at 7:00 PM on Wednesdays for 3 ½ to 5 years of age. During the first 30 minutes, the child is alone with the instructor. Families are invited in at 7:30 for 15 minutes of parent sharing time. The curriculum is Cities! Tuition is $80 for members and $100 for non-members for the 12 week semester. Please call Sarah Goldner at 644-3246 or email her at schowning@hotmail.com if you have questions or to register.
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You are warmly invited to all of these activities,
                      and we welcome your friends too!
BOOKS OF THE SPIRIT BOOK GROUP: Everyone is welcome to join us from 10 – 11:30 AM as we read and discuss books together!  Our book for January 20th is The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho. Our book for February 24th (the 17th is winter break) is Care of the Soul by Thomas Moore. Our March 17th book will be The Glass Castle by Jeanette Walls. Come join us as we stretch our minds and our spirits! 

COLLEGE STUDENT MENTORSHIP PROGRAM: Central is starting a College Ministry Program.  As part of this program we are beginning a mentorship program between Central members and students from local colleges and universities. Students will be matched to mentors based on their field of study and career goals. If you would like to mentor a student in your particular field of work, contact Central’s seminary intern, Andrew Meyers, at 616.648.4629 or meyers.andrew.p@gmail.com.
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY: You are invited to join us on Wednesdays beginning January 7 for food and community from 9 - 9:30 am and Bible Study from 9:30 - 11:00 am. We will offer two options for Bible Study: Horizons Bible Study on Jonah led by Pastor Karen in Room 20 or the Beth Moore Video Based Bible Study on Paul in the Parlor. We hope that you will join us! 
BETH MOORE BIBLE STUDY:  To Live Is Christ, The Life and Ministry of Paul.  Please join our next Beth Moore Bible Study as we take a journey into the life and heart of Paul the apostle. Along the way, you will get to know the "Apostle to the Gentiles" in a new way.  Paul formed many close friendships with both men and women.  He served faithfully and loved heartily. Paul provides us an example of sold-out servanthood.  He understood what it means to die daily, crucified with Christ. As we study the Book of Acts and the Epistles of Paul, you will come to know the characters personally. Our 11-week study runs from 9:30 - 11:15 a.m. every Wednesday morning until March 18. Please contact Pam Morris (575.0255) or Leslie Hooker (940.0810) for more information.
YOUth Newz
· WINTER PARENTS’ FORUM will occur during Clubs (4:30-7:30pm) TONIGHT!  We will discuss the winter/spring schedule and summer trips, and spend some time reflecting on our current programs and visioning for the future (i.e.: this is more than just an informational meeting).  Please come share your feedback and ideas!

· There will be nursery intern trainings running during either Club for the opposite age group, so that the whole fam can come at 4:30 and leave at 7:30.  Clubs will also still run, under the leadership of our awesome volunteer youth min staff.  SH, come bearing ideas for Youth Sunday…’tis a mere eight weeks away!
· Breakfast Club is at Cracker Barrel this Wednesday at 6:30am.

· Next youth Addie’s Diner is February 3.  The team for the night is Bethany, Charlotte, Ellie, Abby and Anne E.  Be here at 5:30pm!
· Upcoming meal providers: tonight – Hooker/Byl/Austin, 1/18 – Lunderberg, 1/25 – A. Hooker
CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK
Tuesday
12:00 pm
Addie’s Pantry



6:30 pm
Deacons



7:00 pm
Environmental Group

Wednesday
9:30 am
Horizons Bible Study



9:30 am
Beth Moore Bible Study



6:15 pm
Covenant Ringers



6:30 pm
Elders

Thursday
12:00 pm
Addie’s Pantry



7:15 pm
Chancel Choir

Saturday
9:00 am
Church cleaning

Sunday

7:45 am
Special Deacons Meeting


9:00 am
Prayer Time in Chapel



9:30 am
Worship – Dr. Lotz



10:45 am
Klokkenkoor



11:10 am
Education Hour

PRAYER LINE:  Can be accessed 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Simply dial 855-0671 for a listing of the day’s prayer concerns. It will be updated daily, and will help us to better pray for one another. 
CARE CONCERNS: after hours or on the weekend, contact Carol Bergman, clstaff@iserv.net or 975-5741. During regular office hours, contact the office at 456-1773 or Monday – Wednesday, mbeebe@crcgr.org and Thursday – Friday, cschaafsma@crcgr.org.
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