             SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
                               Communion

                   December 7, 2008 – 9:30 AM
Prelude:  Fantasia on ‘What Child Is This?’                                                            Purvis
Introit: 
Come, sweet season of the Wonder,

Come, inflame our hearts again;


Holy Vision, go before us to earth’s communion,


God’s Amen.

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath:  Matthew 2: 6




         

   Rusty, Tami, Colin, Joshua and Tyler Brand 
*Hymn No. 9:   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                                   VENI EMMANUEL                                                               
 *Prayer of Confession: (unison)

God of grace, who in Jesus Christ did not disdain the company of sinners,

but welcomed them: be merciful unto us, we pray. Our past enslaves us, for 

our misdeeds are beyond correcting. How can we undo the wrong we have 

done, or unthink the evil we have thought? How can we take back the hurtful

words we have spoken, or mend the wounds we have inflicted?  Our sins

make us miserable, and their weight is more than we can bear. Take them
from us, we pray. Forgive us for the wrongs we cannot undo. Free us from a
past we cannot change.  Grant us your pardon and peace.  For Jesus' sake.
Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen
*The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.  

Welcome and Announcements
First Lesson:  Jeremiah 31: 15-17 (p.641)  


               Roger Snider  
Children’s Moment   






   
Children ages four through 4th grade are invited to come forward to the Chancel for the Children’s Moment.  They may then be dismissed to Worship Centers or return to their families in the pew.  Children and congregation are invited to sing, “Be Still and Know That I Am God” (Psalm 46:10).
Children’s Dismissal
            All: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
            Children: Thanks be to God!
Second Lesson:  Luke 2: 1-7 (p.832)  
Sermon:  A Christmas Story You Can Relate To                                         Dr. Louis Lotz
* Confession of Faith: The Heidelberg Catechism, Q & A #1 (in unison)
Leader: What is your only comfort in life and in death?

People:  That I belong - body and soul, in life and in death – not to myself, but to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ, who at the cost of his own blood has fully paid for all my sins, and has completely freed me from the dominion of the devil; that he protects me so well that without the will of my Father in heaven not a hair can fall from my head; indeed, that everything must fit His purpose for my salvation. Therefore, by His holy Spirit He also assures me of eternal life, and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for Him.

*Communion Hymn: No. 513:  Let Us Break Bread Together        LET US BREAK BREAD
Presentation of our Tithes and Gifts
Offertory Anthem:  O Come, O Come, Immanuel                                        (Rutter)
O come, O come, Immanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. O come, thou rod of Jesse, free thine own from Satan’s tyranny; From depths of hell thy people save, and give them victory o’er the grave. O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thine advent here; Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight. O come, O come, thou Lord of might, who to thy tribes, on Sion’s height, in ancient times didst give the law in cloud and majesty and awe. O come, thou Key of David, come, and open wide our heavenly home; Make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery. Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!
Invitation to the Lord’s Table
Communion Prayer, (first half)

The Lord be with you.


       And also with you.


Lift up your hearts!


       We lift them up to the Lord.


Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.


        For it is holy and right to do so!

Holy and right it is… With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship and adore your glorious name.

Sanctus and Benedictus No. 581:  Holy, Holy, Holy Lord
Joseph Roff

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

Communion Prayer (second half)
The Words of Institution
Communion Thanksgiving:  Psalm 103
Bless the Lord, O my soul,

And all that is within me, bless his holy name!

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

And forget not all his benefits.

Who forgives all your iniquity,

Who heals all your diseases,

Who redeems your life from the pit,

Who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy.

The Lord is merciful and gracious,

Slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

He does not deal with us according to our sins,

Nor reward us according to our iniquities

For as the heavens are high above the earth,

So great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him.

As far as the East is from the West,

So far does he remove our transgressions from us.

As a father pities his children,

So the Lord pities those who fear him

Who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all things with him.

Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord,

From this time forth and forever more. Amen
Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come thy

 will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And

 forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into

 temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

 and the glory, for ever.  Amen
*Hymn No. 53  What Child is This?                                                      GREENSLEEVES
*Benediction:  
Whoever you are
Wherever you go in God’s wide world,
Whatever happens to you of good or ill, 

Always remember that…Jesus is Lord!
*Choral Response: 



 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to Thee, O Israel!
Postlude:  Herr Christ, der einig Gottes Sohn (BWV 601)                                  J.S. Bach 


                                                                                                                  
*Please stand if you are able
                               At the end of each lesson the reader says:
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                                                                                                        The Word of the Lord
We answer: Thanks be to God.
WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS
Preacher





                                             Dr. Louis Lotz
Liturgist





                           Rev. Karen Fitz La Barge
Organist & Chancel Choir Director

           


         Mr. Brian Bartusch
Acolytes                                                                           Elizabeth Bennett, Madeline Haulenbeek
Banner Bearer
Matt De Vries
Bible Bearer
Sam Boeve
Crucifer
Bethany Tillema
Greeters/Servers (Atrium North Door)                                                             Jack & Margo Tanis
Greeters (Atrium East Door)                                                                      Carol & Blake Bergman
Greeters (Education Wing East Door)                                                                Deacon Lisa Smith
Visitor Hosts
Sue Poll, Greg Young
Infant Nursery
Karen Cornelius
2s/3s Nursery
Jessica Cook
Ushers
 Ron Beuker, Jack Van Houten
Sound
Tom Smith
Security
Jeff Morris

For care concerns after hours or on the weekend, contact Rachel Haulenbeek, 977-6292 or haulenbeek@supportdept.com. During regular office hours, contact the office at 456-1773 or Monday – Wednesday, mbeebe@crcgr.org and Thursday – Friday, cschaafsma@crcgr.org.
The Advent Wreath:  Advent is a season of penitence, preparation, and anticipation for the Christ who came and will come again. One of the ways we prepare for Christ’s coming is by lighting the candles of the Advent Wreath.  As we light successive candles during Advent, the increasing glow of light symbolizes the coming of Him whom Scripture calls “the light of the world” – Jesus Christ our Lord.
OUR PRAYERS THIS MORNING: 
~ Barb Pekich is continuing her rehabilitation. Cards for Barb may be mailed c/o Helen  

    Phillips, 2702 Birchcrest Dr SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49506.
~  Don Vander Jagt under Hospice Care at Brookcrest Nursing Home.
EDUCATION HOUR TODAY:  
● Jodi MacLean – Prayer Beads for Protesants meeting in the Parlor.
● Dawn Tillema – Focus On Advent meeting in Worship Center II (lower level).

● Karen Beard – Healing Racism meeting in the Chapel. Partners for a Racism-Free Community is a movement of committed citizens and organizations working to move Greater Grand Rapids from “that’s the way it is” to “racism-free” through personal commitments, institutional efforts, social advocacy, and persistent intolerance of racist attitudes, words and behaviors.  Come learn a bit about the history of the movement, how to be a catalyst for change, and the commitment to excellence in racial equality. Together as a coalition, we can encourage each other to expect equality, because no one can truly experience equality until everyone does.
THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given in loving memory of Bob Marsh by his wife, Jean, and their children, Brian, Bobbie and Laurie.

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING TODAY immediately after the worship service in the lower level of the Atrium.
WORSHIP CENTER III will not meet on December 28 and January 4. Please worship with your families on those days.
CHARLES DICKENS “A Christmas Carol” will be presented by many of Central’s talented youth and adults. Save the date! Sunday, December 14, at 11:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall.
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP: Mark your calendars for our traditional Christmas Eve services. Our family worship service begins at 4:00 PM. Our Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols begins at 11:00 PM. There will be childcare available for the 4:00 PM service only. Please join us as we welcome the Christ child!
CENTRAL SERVES FAIR TRADE COFFEE: It is a delicious brew, and a portion of the purchase price gets funneled back to the people who grow and harvest the coffee. If you would like to sponsor Fair Trade Coffee for a Sunday, please see the sign-up sheet in the Atrium, or talk with Coleen Hamman. This morning’s coffee is sponsored by Mark & Sally Bulthuis.
Caring For Victims Of Domestic Violence:  During the Advent season, you will find a Christmas Tree, in the Atrium, decorated with paper ornaments, each one bearing the name of an item needed by families living in a nearby shelter for battered women. All the gifts will be due back to the church by next Sunday, December 14. All you have to do is:

· Take an ornament from the tree
· Purchase the item
· Wrap it (with a gift receipt)

· Put the ornament on the gift as a name-tag
· Place it under the tree on Sunday 
· All the presents will be delivered to the shelter on Christmas Eve

If you have any questions, please contact Astrida Molenaar or call the church office.
ADDIE’S PANTRY would appreciate your contributions for the month of December of cereal, macaroni & cheese, toilet paper, and personal care products. Please place your items in the carts by the church entrances.

BOOK SIGNING:  In 1971, Dr. Herman Ridder left the presidency of New Brunswick and Western Seminaries to become the fifth Senior Pastor of Central Reformed Church. “Bud” Ridder was known for his  relevant, uplifting sermons. Now more than 40 of his sermons – most of them preached from Central’s pulpit – are available in a hardcover volume as part of the Reformed Church’s Historical Series.  Herman J. Ridder: Contextual Preacher And President, edited by Central member and Western Seminary professor George Brown, Jr., includes chapters on Dr. Ridder’s life, his presidency of the two RCA seminaries, and preaching as an engagement of the Gospel with culture. This important new book will be introduced at a book signing here at Central Church on Sunday, December 21.
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You are warmly invited to all of these activities,
                      and we welcome your friends too!
KEENAGERS & CENTRAL SENIORS: Reserve Tuesday, December 9 at noon for our Annual Holiday Gala Dinner and meeting featuring Marybeth Timmer’s special holiday program. Reservations are necessary to your caller or Clavers at 456-8094. See you there!

BOOK GROUP: The Books of the Spirit Group will meet again on December 16. We will discuss some additional themes from William P. Young’s book The Shack.  If you have a question or a topic that you would like to discuss after reading The Shack, please email Pastor Karen and we will add it to our list!    
BIBLE STUDY:  Have you ever tried to run away from God?  Join us on Wednesdays January 7 through January 28 from 9 - 9:30 am food and fellowship; and 9:30 – 11:00 Bible Study.  Your choice of two Bible Studies:  Horizons Bible Study: Jonah and Beth Moore: Book of Acts and the Epistles of Paul.  For more information, contact Pastor Karen.

COLLEGE STUDENT MENTORSHIP PROGRAM: Central is starting a College Ministry Program.  As part of this program we are beginning a mentorship program between Central members and students from local colleges and universities. Students will be matched to mentors based on their field of study and career goals. If you would like to mentor a student in your particular field of work, contact Central’s seminary intern, Andrew Meyers, at 616.648.4629 or by email at meyers.andrew.p@gmail.com.
If you have a passion or an interest that you would like to share with others in the congregation, please contact Pastor Karen and we will be happy to list it in our Connection Corner.

YOUth Newz
· Regular Club tonight!  SH only next week…4:30-7:30pm.
· Breakfast Club is at Cracker Barrel this Wednesday at 6:30am.

· The Journey – begins THIS MORNING.  The Journey is Central’s confirmation class, and is open to all freshmen and others who wish to participate.  We will meet in the youth room during education hour until “Journey Sunday” on March 29th, 2009, when participants make public profession of their faith.  Talk to todd for more info!

· JH is attending a lock-in at Craig’s Cruisers in Wyoming this Friday night…12:30-6:30am on Saturday morning actually!  We’ll meet at church at 11:00pm on FRIDAY so mom and dad can go to bed and we can hang out together.  Afterwards, we’ll head to Denny’s at 44th and US-131 for a little sustenance.  Parents, pick up students from Denny’s at 7:00am or from Central at 7:30.  Cost is $40, and we’ll provide transportation from Central.  Sign up TODAY if you haven’t already.  Bring a few extra bucks for Denny’s…and beware of todd’s mad go-cart skiils!

· There will be no Clubs on December 21 or 28, but we’ll be back at it on January 4!
· Next youth Addie’s Diner is January 6, 2009.  The team for the night is Andrea, Nicki, Elise, Ben & Jane.  Be here at 5:30pm!

· Upcoming meal providers: tonight – Cornelius, 12/14 – (SH only) Tillema
CALENDAR
                    SUNDAY – 12/7 
Communion


8:00 am
Hospitality Committee

                                   9:30 am

Worship – Dr. Louis Lotz 

10:45 am
Klokkenkoor

11:10 am
Education Hour 

6:00 pm
All Church Open House - Gerbens

TUESDAY – 12/9

12:00 pm
Addie’s Pantry

12:00 pm
Keenagers Holiday Lunch


6:30 PM
Deacons
         WEDNESDAY – 12/10

9:15 am
Beth Moore Bible Study – Week 10

12:00 pm
Staff Lunch with Personnel


6:15 pm
Covenant Ringers


6:15 pm
Kindermusik


6:30 pm
Elders

THURSDAY – 12/11

12:00 pm
Addie’s Pantry

7:15 pm
Chancel Choir Rehearsal


FRIDAY – 12/12

11:00 PM
Youth lock-in at Craig’s Cruisers

                    SUNDAY – 12/14 
                                   8:00 am

Youth Committee

                                   9:30 am

Worship – Rev. Karen Fitz La Barge

10:45 am
Klokkenkoor

11:10 am
Education Hour
PRAYER LINE:  We now have a Prayer Line (a ministry of our Care Committee) that can be accessed 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Simply dial 855-0671 for a listing of the day’s prayer concerns. It will be updated daily, and will help us to better pray for one another. 
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